Lesson Plan
Marabu Alcohol Inks on Masterpiece Art Panel
Regina Heilman-Ryan, Artist Educator

Alcohol inks have a flow of their own,
which is what I love about this medium.
The colors flow together, creating layers
and tones that you encourage with air or
a brush. You can always add another
color, or even wipe off the inks on some
substrates with isopropyl alcohol so you
can start again. Enjoy the flow!

SUPPLIES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marabu Alcohol Inks & Extender
Masterpiece Alcohol Ink Art Panel
Isopropyl alcohol, canned air
Assorted brushes
Spray varnish, UV sealer
Art Resin

To open the bottles of alcohol ink, remove the cap and use a push pin or other sharp, pointed tool to pierce the tip of the nozzle.
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Drop the desired colors on the panel and add extender to
help them flow. I like to use various blues, sometimes
adding in purple or magenta.

Don’t forget the Rainbow Additive – add some drops for
shimmer. Tip the panel and move the inks with a brush or
canned air to get the texture and color blend you want.
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Lesson Plan (continued)
Marabu Alcohol Inks on Masterpiece Art Panel
Regina Heilman-Ryan, Artist Educator
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Brush in the background with mountains, hills and valleys
using brown, black, caramel, greens and the Extender to vary
the tones, light and dark, to add depth.

Add blues and purples for a pond and river with a refillable
water brush filled with alcohol to move the inks a bit. Drop
Rainbow additive in the sky and water to make it shimmer - it
really is magical!

Draw tree trunks and zigzag lines for branches
with a permanent marker. Dab ink with a fan
brush to create leaves. Add texture around the
water to represent the bank and bushes by
dabbing a small round brush with brown,
caramel and black. Brush dots of reds, purple
and magenta with the Extender to create the
hint of flower blooms on the hills in the
background.
By the pond, add shades of green with a little
caramel with a fan brush to give the texture of
long grass. Dab the round brush in circles
create larger flower petals in the foreground.
Use a smaller brush to draw stalks and smaller
dots of color to create interest and depth.
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Allow 3-4 days to completely dry (depending on your climate), then spray with
varnish. Follow with a UV-resistant spray, letting it dry between applications. If
desired, coat with Art Resin to give it a high-gloss finish.
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